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Some of the words contained in the text are
those of Shusaku Arakawa, creator of the Site
of Reversible Destiny.

Source: “Shusaku Arakawa Oral History” in
“Japanese Art Oral History Archive,” interview by
Midori Yoshimoto and Reiko Tomii, April 4, 2009

(http://www.oralarthistory.org/archives/
arakawa_shusaku/interview_01.php)

practical training 2

—&FuLLDidh, BPMDLSIZ, HLIETTL,
—BINEyRILEES

You know what? The best thing is to walk the way
animals do. Using the smallest muscles
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This body can be all it can be, depending how you use it

Imagine stars in the night sky as you line up pebbles,
then lie down on top of them and look up at the sky.
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| can see the surroundings
better if | take the long way
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This was all the baggage | had

Close it if you opened it.
Imagine its weight and lightness.
Think about what “this” might be.
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“We've got to come up with new common sense,” | said

Put a blindfold on and sit down.

Sit and look.

Look with your skin, hear with your nose, touch with your ears.
Imagine your left hand with your right hand.
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What's bugging me?!
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I'm focusing on my body

Up to five people can enter together.
Try putting your feet on the ceiling.
When you come out, look for the bug.
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It's not a God-given gift:
I'm doing something completely different

If you grabbed the rope to climb the slope,

remember the story of The Spider’s Thread.

Remember whether you saw a spider’'s web somewhere today.
If you look up and see clouds, remember.
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Not-I driving |
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For example, | can’t put that into words

Rolling a tire from the top,

it rolled right off

right into the red cube, surprisingly enough.

We moved it 15 meters or so and reproduced it as best we could.
You and | met in a way something like this,

and reproducing this is something like remembering that.
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“My baby is crying,” parents often say.
You know what? Most babies are saying
“Leave me alone!”

Stand alone on the stage,

you can just pretend if you want to,
but sob out loud.
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The scientist nearly cried when talking about how much our science had
brought us into the wrong timeline

You can sit in the passenger seat.
Who's driving next to you?

Let's bet on whether they'll turn the steering wheel left or right.
Step on the gas—say it three times to yourself.
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I'm just an ordinary, ordinary person

Meet one another’s gaze,
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The instructor is inside you
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The artist was just wandering around in my studio,
then went back about 30 minutes later

If someone you don't know is nearby, try observing them.
If no one is there,

check yourself again.

By the way, where are you going back to?
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The poet was a really strange guy ¢

The square wire cage and the flattened cage.
Try out their poses with your body.
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The man will run away if | get too close, though

Assume that one should actively make one's escape from reality.

Are you real as you approach?
Escape rapidly, far away.
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Advance, stop, advancing
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| already knew back then that art was just no good

This relationship is art, Not-I said.

When you give up on it,

do you step on the brakes

or the gas?

Stamping your foot won't help.

But sometimes you just don't know where to turn.

=

[BEExRmREH (1995)] KEREEZE
IZHBEMROTTNEEE/N—FF—
THADTR)Y - FUZL>THIES
NI-REER. BRI FIEABHAH
Fologl BRRHA. NV T7HN

EAERLTCERARNICEEINS,

I BBHROTRCEBENEIND L
T, AHDOEICEISIB@REEZITLL
JEERERY B TR MG Site of
Reversible Destiny-Yoro Parkyo

KA RIEETH->TIelE, —FEEWLWHE
fIAHEH LRV, RS TIE, REE
T5oTCLld RALEZELEDZDIZAID,
Z L TEBBRTBDIEAID?TENILL
E5EEBENDE WL, (L)

ZTIZWBE, THINYy L EWSE
#&CEIZT B, BLWDITRERIFTT
LKA, [ DCERTTICWS, BIC
HiZ, K&L{ABBNvy, bobk&
e, Ny g, (L) O

[/ 3=y o] Ny ZBNYy IR BNy IBICHEINDE
RO—FE, HRIZATHTH/\y I TIE—FREL, FHi~E L
ORI DLVFEHIZER L, BLWRANERED, AOKEIC
BT, KBRS, ZIEISELZDHETH LU,

[BEHR (1937-)] MmRIIBHFETEEN. BHFE, BB
FE, RRAFLERR, 1902FRRAPELHEER, #
BIZHEIZAS, 1995FRRKRPEZHURERE. &BIKIS
BRRE, FBICTHSLORA TRETRT THEMRL TN\H0

B, TEEZZTRDKERI~ls BEZHK, L

Section 6

Because | love you.
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Look, if it wasn’t good,
| would have just gone home

Maybe you're bad at drawing,

or can't play the piano too well,

or can't speak a foreign language fluently,
just forget all that for now,

and have fun in the moment.

So what if you can't do it,

just try sitting on the ball.
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So then when | said “Actually, I'd like to live forever”

| won't die,

| won't die,

because | love you,

because I'll make you happy.
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“If you come tomorrow, there’ll be something for you”

Tomorrow is there, tomorrow will come.
Cultivate an awareness of heading towards tomorrow.
Something in you might change a little.
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It's really happening, but we can’t prove it E S /
scientifically, not yet
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Rain falling down
where you can't see it

might actually be falling up every now and then.
Try to image this in your daily life. +
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